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SUBJECT: FRENCH RELATIONS WITH LAOS; LAO OCCUPATION OF FRENCH SCHOOL 

REF VIENTIANE 1998 

1 . FRENCH EMBASSY COUNSELOR LAMBERT IN AUGUST 23 CALL 
ON EMBOFF SAID THAT FRENCH FOREIGN MINISTRY WAS 
EXTREMELY ANNOYED ABOUT LAO OCCUPATION OF FRENCH 
EMBASSY SCHOOL AND WAREHOUSE REPORTED REFTEL. LAMBERT 
THROUGHT THAT BECAUSE OF THIS THERE WAS A GOOD POSSI- 
BILITY THAT THE FRENCH WOULD NOT SEND A DELEGATION TO 
LAOS AS PLANNED FOR WIDE-RANGING POLITICAL AND 
FINANCIAL DISCUSSIONS. 

2. LAMBERT SAID THAT BOTH THE FRENCH CONSUL AND 
AMBASSADOR DUZER HAD MADE INFORMAL PROTESTS TO THE LAO 
CALLED ON ACTING FOREIGN MINISTER KHAMPHAY BOUPHA, THE 
LATTER SAID THAT THERE WAS NOTHING THE FOREIGN MINISTRY 
COULD DO ABOUT THE OCCUPATION OF THE FRENCH BUILDINGS 
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BY LAO INFORMATION MINISTRY EMPLOYEES. 

3. LAMBERT ADDED THAT DUZER PLANNED TO PROTEST AGAIN 
ON AUGUST 23 OR 24 TO FOREIGN MINISTER PHOUNE SIPRA 
SEUTH, WHO RETURNED FROM COLOMBO AUGUST 21 WITH THE 
LAO DELEGATION. LAMBERT DID NOT THINK. HOWEVER, THAT 
THE LAO WOULD EVER RETURN THE OCCUPIED PROPERTIES TO 
THE FRENCH. 
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